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BACKGROUND
Due to the limited selection of drugs (adjusted to the existent specialties of the given hospital), the hospitals are not always able to satisfy the medicine demand of the patients, therefore the patients 
often bring their own medicines to the hospital. This seems to be financially beneficial for hospitals, but it is not perfectly lawful and the inaccurate drug administration (caused by uncontrolled and 
sometimes hidden drug taking) leads to medication errors.

PURPOSE
This is a significant problem of the daily practice and it is unfortunately present in all hospitals in the country. This study aimed to describe the motivation and the attitudes of the stakeholders 
(physicians, nurses, pharmacists, patients) and their daily practice.

Pharmacists

• Online anonymous survey
• Questionnaire with 13 questions
• Adressed to Hospital pharmacies of  university

and county hospitals (37 hospital)
• Reponse rate: 70%

Nurses Inpatients

CONCLUSION
Controversial legislation leads to uncertainty. All the three surveys showed that there is no standardized practice, it follows that individual solutions are used everywhere (depending on personal 
motivation). However - in spite of the current laws – it is still important to know about and to document the products, which are taken by the treated patients.
Under current regulations the complexity of real medication of patients is not clear during the hospital treatment. The survey revealed that there is a strong need among patients and health care 
staff for a new legislation which would clearly regulate the kinds of drugs that can be brought to the hospital, and the conditions under which they can be applied.

Do you agree with the following statement:
If patients bring their own medicines to the hospital, they should be allowed to use them under certain 

conditions? 
pharmacists as experts (n=25) pharmacists' private opinion (n=25) nurses (n=14)

Strongly agree 6 9 7
Agree 7 8 6
Neutral 0 0 0
Disagree 7 2 0
Strongly disagree 5 6 1

• Paper based anonymous survey
• Questionnaire with 14 questions
• 14 wards of Bajcsy-Zsilinszky

Hospital were asked
• Reponse rate: 93%

RESULTS

MATERIAL AND METHODS MATERIAL AND METHODS MATERIAL AND METHODS

• Short interview 
• 74 inpatients were asked in Bajcsy-Zsilinszky 

Hospital:
- 56 from a long-term length of stay ward

(Internal Medicine Department)
- 20 from a short-term length of stay ward 

(Urology Department)

RESULTS RESULTS

„Is there any internal rules in your hospital, which
concern using of brought in medicines?
• Yes, we have particular regulation, which

concern using of BIM. (n=5/26)
• No, there is not particular regulation, which

concern using of BIM. However other regulation
contains these rules. (n=11/26)

• I do not know about it. (n=7/26)
• Other. (n=5/26)”

• 8 wards have not any internal instructions about
using of BIM.

• In 7 wards the physician „knows about every
event”, however on 12 wards the nurse „knows
about every event”.

• On 8 wards the storage and dosage of BIM depend
on the disposing capacity of the patient.

• On all wards the nurses attach importance to
documentation of using BIM.

• 4 wards only in special cases use BIM.

Only one patient knew (from 74) that the hospital has to 
ensure the medicine during hospitalization!

The long-term length of stay ward: Internal Medicine 
Department

85% of the respondents brought their own medicines to
the hospital but were not allowed to take them. 15% of
the respondents did not bring their own medicines to the
hospital because they knew that the stakeholders would
not allow to take them.
Every patient accepted this regulation about using of
BIM.

The short-term length of stay ward: Urology 
Department

70% of the respondents brought their own medicines to
the hospital, moreover they also stored and took them.
20% of the respondents did not bring their own
medicines to the hospital, because they did not take any
medicines regularly.
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