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The EAHP EU Monitor is a weekly round up of news relevant to hospital pharmacy in Europe.

You can subscribe to the EAHP EU Monitor here. [1]
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Pan-European survey shows more still to do in order to
achieve inter-professional collaboration 

The results of a pan-European survey of community and hospital pharmacists has
revealed there is still much to be done in order to achieve the vision of good inter-
sector and inter-professional collaboration in the care of patients, particularly in
relation to the management of changes made to a patient’s medication.

Europharm Forum and the European Association of Hospital Pharmacists (EAHP) conducted
a 2 month survey of pharmacist practitioners from across Europe in both the community and
hospital sector. The survey focused on issues of communication between sectors and
professionals and achieved over 500 responses from 35 countries.

The headline results reveal:

50% of responding community pharmacists indicated that they considered there to be no
existing professional relationship between themselves and colleagues in the hospital
sector;
Yet, 75% of respondents believed that communication between pharmacists in the
hospital and community sectors is essential or important to patient care (e.g. in relation
to communicating medication changes);
71% of respondents considered that patients were not adequately counselled about their
medications on discharge from hospital
The 3 main cited barriers to communication between hospital and community sectors
were, in order: lack of electronic information sharing systems; lack of time; and, not
considered a core part of current practice.

Commenting on the results, Dr. Roberto Frontini, President of the European Association
of Hospital Pharmacists, said:

“These results indicate again the timeliness of the theme of this week’s EAHP Congress,
‘Improving patient outcomes: a shared responsibility’. Study after study has revealed the value
to improving outcomes from medication when professionals communicate well with each other
and pharmacists become part of an integrated multi-disciplinary team, contributing the full
value of their knowledge about medications and medication use. Yet our survey reveals there
is still much to be done to turn the vision into reality.

In an era when the spotlight on health spending efficacy shines brighter than ever, integrating
the pharmacist into processes to ensure adequate medication reconciliation and counselling
can no longer be seen as optional. It is a necessity for better care and better outcomes,
especially so as we embark on the collective challenge of an ageing population.”

More information here [2].

http://www.eahp.eu/press-room/pan-european-survey-shows-more-still-do-order-achieve-inter-professional-collaboration


Commission publish new information on
pharmacovigilance black symbol

The European Commission has published further information about the operation of a
new pan-European black symbol to denote medicines subject to additional monitoring

after authorisation.

The black symbol, in the form of an inverted equilateral triangle, is being introduced as part of
the implementation of European pharmacovigilance legislation adopted by the European
Union in 2010.

Under the new rules, medicinal products that are subject to additional monitoring after they
have been placed on the market must be identified. Based on the recommendation of the
European Medicines Agency, the Commission chose a black inverted triangle as the symbol
to appear in product information, including the leaflet inside the medicine pack.

On 7 March 2013 the Commission adopted an implementing regulation confirming the choice
of symbol, and published a question and answer document for stakeholder information.

Question and answer document here [3].

Implementing regulation here [4]. 
 

 

EJHP: Application of lean methods to compounding
services in hospital pharmacy!

http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_MEMO-13-172_el.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2013:065:0017:0018:EN:PDF


EJHP April 2013, Volume 20, Issue 2 is now online with the special theme of ‘Safety and
hospital pharmacy’.

The study was performed in the pharmacy department of a 704-bed tertiary care institution
(Hospital Universitario Doctor Negrin, Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Spain) from January
2010 to December 2011 and helped to identify potential areas of improvement for process
efficiency.

Full article here [5].

 

18th Congress of the EAHP: the art of writing an abstract

http://ejhp.bmj.com/content/early/2013/02/20/ejhpharm-2012-000221.full


In the final preview article ahead of the 18th Congress of the EAHP, the EU Monitor
looks at the workshop on ‘the art of writing an abstract [6]’.

The session will give top tips in presenting the important aspects of any study and the
common pitfalls to avoid.

Workshop presenter and EAHP Scientific Committee member Gunar Stemer [7]sets out
some of the key aspects to be addressed here [8]. 
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http://www.eahp.eu/congresses/goals/workshop-1-art-writing-abstract
http://www.eahp.eu/congresses/speaker/stemer-gunar-1?current=48
http://www.eahp.eu/news/18th-congress-preview-art-writing-abstract
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