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The SIG for the Investigation of Medication Errors in Intensive Care

Units (financially supported by BD) sought to determine the prevalence of medication errors in
intensive care units, their causes or contributing factors, and strategies to improve medication
safety and prevent medication errors. 

Medication errors are recognised as a major patient safety problem. They occur in all stages
of the medication management process and have the potential to lead to patient harm,
prolonged hospital stays, readmission or even death. Different initiatives to improve
medication safety in hospitals have been taken to reach the World Health Organization's
target of globally reducing avoidable harm. Patients admitted to ICUs are more susceptible to
medication errors due to the complexity of the treatment they receive.

Findings of EAHP's SIG for the Investigation of Medication Errors in
Intensive Care Units

The SIG for the Investigation of Medication Errors in Intensive Care Units concluded its work
in January 2023.

A report summarising the findings of the SIG was published in March 2023. It showcases
findings gathered via a literature review, a survey, a focus group discussions and a Delphi
panel based on which the SIG members developed and prioritised policy recommendation to
support medication safety improvement in intensive care units across Europe.

Read the report of EAHP's SIG for the Investigation of Medication Errors in Intensive Care
Units HERE [1]
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